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c 7 „ u : f ;; i0 w creatures, and generally to regard 
the benefit of our teno ^ ^ (he owners ,n fee of 

““^pSradvanrges with which the Almighty may have 

endowed us. ideas are too high for the 

If it be thou hUd x would answer that the 

benefit S thepoor and suffering, (the result not of solicitation 
and begging from grown up people, which costs the children 
nothing, ^but the result in the main of the sacrifice of time 
employed in manual work, taken often from that which 
might have been devoted to personal enjoyment, and in some 
thmiicrh the voluntary denial of the pleasures of 


the palate), have shown, that children are quite capable of 
responding to a generous appeal to their better natures, and 
not only willingly work for the benefit of others, but take 
intense pleasure in their labours. 

In this organisation, which I would recommend to the 
notice of all belonging to the Parents’ Educational Union, 
the children are taught that kindness to all around them is to 
be one of the first duties of their lives, and it is impressed 
upon them that such kindness must first begin at home, and 
can in their case be shown best by implicit and prompt 
obedience to all who are in authority over them, and by 
courtesy and thoughtfulness in their dealings with those 
around them. 


1 pray that the Almighty may strengthen your hands, ma 
bless the noble, the almost sacred work in which you ar 
en £ a g e d, and may breathe into the hearts of the wisest and bet 
of our day the desire to assist you in your labours, so that 
future generation, ignorant probably of the influence exercise 
by your Union, may arise and call their parents blessed, an 
carrying high the standard of an improved civilization, ma 
hand on to their children’s children, the inestimable gift of 
wise, moral and Christian training. 


THE PARENTS’ PART 
IN THE RELIGIOUS TRAINING OF BOYS. 

By Rev. E. B. Westcott, 

Headmaster of She rlo rite School. 

When I contemplate in cold blood the task I have taken 
upon me this afternoon, I simply stand aghast at my own 
presumption. The very name of your Society is terrifying; 
it suggests a body of persons who have ransacked the 
treasure houses of the sciences, who are deeply versed in 
the mysteries of phsychology, who have exhausted the possi- 
bilities of paedagogic literature. Now works on “ paedagogy ” 
—to my shame be it spoken ! are for the most part not even 
known to me by their outsides, so that we run the risk of 
having here to-day not so much the blind attempting to lead 
the blind, as the blind professing to guide those gifted with 
powers of vision. And yet I am going to be bold to try and 
speak, for I have one excuse and (I think) two qualifications ; 
the excuse is that you have been pleased to ask me to come; 
the qualifications, first, a real enthusiasm for education in 
its practical aspects, for education regarded as the training 
not of the « student ” but the “ man ” ; secondly, an experience 
in the world of school, which if not long has been unusually 
full ; an experience if not “ extensive,” at least “ intensive 
And it is interesting that we should meet togeeru^ 
knowledge derived from sources so dnergen . ’ 
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' ; f school, I have gathered necessarily some- 
vantage ground o ^ weU as of its strength. And that 

if why i!^ Schoolmaster, am told to take up my parable 

a ” RdSu P s a Sucation " is our theme, and perhaps we may 
break around by asking ourselves to start with, • why we 
• ir children to be religious ” i as a matter of fact, nine 

Ulan vy . . • n Vninnrpn 




do so wish. ... 

But what is the reason of it r ]\Iay we not say it is this r 

“ Religion ” is precious to us because it contains at once 
the only possible solution of the mystery of life, in its origin 
and destiny ; and also the only influence which can effect- 
ually develope and evoke that “character,” which we 
necessarily conceive to be the most valuable as it is the 
most permanent element in the life of men. 1 o put it in 
the words of one most successful teacher “ godliness is 
nrofitable for all thing's, having promise of the life which 


now is, and of that which is to come.” 

However broad the view we take of what “religion” or 
“ godliness ” is — and at least it must include the idea of the 
solemnity and responsibility of life, in view of the “ now ” 
and of the “ then ” — we can cheerfully accept this dictum 
of the Apostle ! “ I would give anything,” said an agnostic 

father once to me, “ if I could get my son to believe what 
you believe.” He meant that it would make the boy’s life 
a thousandfold happier — and so it would have done. 

Now the newly published work of a prominent personage 
has lately brought home to us what many of us recognised 
before from other teachings, that no two men’s views of 
truth exactly and accurately correspond ; or as the American 
sage has phrased it “the ‘Smithate’ and ‘Brownate’ of 
truth are in no way identical.” And therefore it is, that 
in discussing any great question, one is necessarily driven 
in upon one’s own consciousness. There is no mind the 
development of which can be half so familiar to us as the 
story of our own is. Possibly we can never know ourselves ; 
at least it is wholly certain we never can know other people. 
And that is why this afternoon I am going to draw upon 
my own childish recollections and tell you first of all on 
what lines I was trained myself. That they were good, and 
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even very good, I am perfectly certain — you must not judge 
them please, by their disappointing issue ! 

Rather I will ask you to believe that I never came across a 
person (as far as I can see) who was more wisely handled as 
a child and a boy than I was. It has been a constant source 
at once of surprise and gratitude all my life long to find out 
often and often that in one point or another I was more 
happily circumstanced than other children are. Notwithstand- 
ing when I come to try and analyse the matter and find out 
the “why” and “wherefore” and the “how” of it, the subtle 
and volatile essence seems to elude me! Once and again 
I try to embrace the “fleeting image,” once and again I find 
myself mocked and baffled ! But I think this my difficulty in 
explaining what makes “good training is the clearest 
possible proof of- what is after all the secret; the one great 
“open sesame,” of the gate of education. It is mainly a 
question of “atmosphere,” or, if you will, of pretty much what 
Mr. Balfour calls “climate.” If you asked me for the whole 
thing “in a nutshell,” I should say “secure the right atmos- 
phere” and the thing is done. But what is this atmosphere ? 
In an English home the answer is only too plain, the Father 
and Mother are the atmosphere. You are the atmosphere . 
\t every point your children are all unconsciously imbibing 
your spirit. Much of your nature was born with them, 
though how much will ever be a cause of disputation; much 
of you was born with them, and much they are drinking 
in day by day and hour by hour. Children are taug ( 
need to proclaim a truth so trite upon the housetops:) firstly 
and chiefly by what their teachers are ! 

Now this was the splendid strength of my own home It w 
the only strength of any home. All of my ear \ ? . 

I lived with one who symbolised to me >’ 

courage, above all “al reverence^ above J ^ ^ ^ 

because the word reference ■ “reverence” means 

“reverence” means earnestness o , mea ns trust and 

purity of life; it means humility; it also mean 

hopefulness. “religious training,” 

And this was the backbone of my tOm 

-- Snf— - as the oid 
Greek would have phrased it. 
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i nr i which we cannot too earnestly 

There is an idea * b ™ ans primarily “teaching” and I 
combat, that educa who j n their anxious desire to do 
have often met P a worry their very lives out. 

their duty by then ^ ht — detail with pride the 

father or a mot he acidly nurture of his 

prodigious paths expen | rea d those children! 

heaviness and everlasting catec ts . N ^ could 

zzzzr*. ^:»r wecouW rrper 

was an education, for he was not making money, < or expend 
ing his strength on business; it was work, it was y , 
felt though we could not have put our feelings into words, 
that we could not enjoy him because other people w untec . 

Imagine how this brought home to us the gram 1 ea 
of man’s responsibility. Happy indeed were those all too 
infrequent hours when we succeeded in waylaying hini as e 
hurried along a passage, and with shouts of triumph dragged 
him off to tell us a story (and what wonderful fairy stories we 
thought them!) or to play with us at “blind mans buff; 
and happiest of all were those hours, rarer still, when perhaps 
on a Sunday evening he read to us an allegory and explained 
just a very little, for it was always his view — and it is a very 
profound one — that if you impart but little in the way of 
instruction it needs must convey the idea that truth is very 
precious; and then you kindle in the mind, be it old or young, 
a desire for more, and that “desire for more” is the very 
foundation and basis of instruction. 

And this (the secret of the “treasure” and the “dogs”) of 
course applies to learning in all its branches. But think how 
infinitely stimulative must be a few plain words instinct with 
real reverence, which seem to the youthful mind, like the 
half-lifting of a curtain, behind which one catches a glimpse, 
as it were, of spiritual presence, dimly apprehended to be the 
very spring of life and strength. Ah ! those happy happy 
hours, they are to me a source of inspiration still. And yet 
they were, as I have said, so very short and so very very 
infrequent! for, as I have said, “there lies the secret”; the 
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“half,” quoth the old world poet, is “greater than the whole ; 
in this matter I would go further and venture to say “ aye 
even the quarter.” Only once in all our combined experience 
can we remember an occasion when my father took it upon 
him to hold a “ religious talk, as it would be called, with any 
of his children, and that was when a brother had been scared 
into half hysterics by a sermon which the curate of the day— 
an excellent person ! had thought it well to preach on the 
ultimate fate of the wicked ! A few words of wise and gentle 
comfort were uttered then about “Our Father” and His good- 
ness, and that was all; all, and I may add, “enough.” 1 
don’t suppose my brother has ever forgotten it ! 

And if you will let me say so before we pass on to details 
of instruction, you fathers and mothers who earnestly desire 
your children’s spiritual welfare are often and often misled by 
that very “anxiety” which Our Master, Jesus Christ, so 
strongly deprecated. In dealing with your children >ou must 
try to bear in mind that they are the children of “ Our F ather 
far more than they are yours ; that he loves them a million- 
fold more than you do, that there is a Divine Purpose a 
Divine Providence which implies for them, an ordered growth, 

and an ever watchful guidance. apical 

“In season” and “out of season” was the old Evangelical 

watchword ; “ Compel them to come in "-tha, was meffec , 
trusting to His kindnes. . c nrmerceived and 

and will affect their being, and m this O ^ ^ spirit 
unperceiving they will come themsel - 1 

that lies about them. ,,, F lhere mU st be 

Hut what about “definite teachings t 1 o^th, 

definite teaching! Indeed the Rlea of dehnU ^ present 
in the principles of the Church “.L htm are” weighing upon 
“incubus.” It is almost a lend o S or Harry get 

their souls. “How we shah soon have the “Pail 

definite instruction r other paper which takes 

Mall” or the “Westminster, or son V the 

up the role of “Friend of the orga „i z ation for 

o-t H. nf this country according 
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~~h^n(r \\ r ell — personally I am no believer in unas- 

such teaching. V\ e F undigested catechism is at 

sweetmeat. A good many 
SS dog and impede Jhe growth of their young people 

with a for a mom ent that I am herein 

Only do not _ PI Catechism. On the contrary 

a rL° wry perfechon of a systematic body of 
Se for the young. To me \aPpears reptoe the 

T” 1— “tin for «1 priceless 


formulary. 

But this merely by the way! 

The question we are now discussing is, how shall we give 
our children that amount of formal instruction which is, on 
the face of it, essential. For their faith must have a “ body 
as well as a “ spirit ” ; the aroma of religion has to be captured 
by the employment of some vehicle — much as scent-makers 
capture and confine the subtle fragrance of choice flowers. 
Yes, unless they are taught about God, they clearly will not 
know about God. Although it is true that everyone in the 
end makes his own creed, yet at the beginning of the journey 
we must take the little ones by the hand and lead them in the 
path, or they will miss it. 

And here we approach a very real difficulty, for the task is 
a very thorny one, and a very delicate. And so I am very 
certain that, in its earlier stages at least, it can only be under- 
taken by a loving woman. The first instruction in the faith 
is “ Mother’s Work.” 


But what shall the mother teach and where she shall begin ? 
And if she “begins at the beginning,” how shall she deal with 
the many many problems which arise in connection with the 
Old Testament records ? 

It may be that I am deceived by the experience of my own 
mind, and the evolution of my own beliefs ; but I can only 
say that yesterday I picked up and read fifty pages of a 
manual of Old Testament History, and was fairly startled to 
find what a long way I had travelled since my mental attitude 
coincided with that of the writer. 

I may be mistaken, I say, but I believe I am not. The 
majority of you, I believe, will feel as I do. The immensity 
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of energy which has been expended on critical investigation 
of the sacred texts, upon the comparison of religions, upon 
ethnology, and kindred studies, has put us in such a position 
(as compared with the generation before us) that what they 
taught without a question and without a qualm, we cannot 
teach at all in any sincerity. 

In dealing with this matter two principles must be our 
guide. In the first place we must remember that the develop- 
ment of the individual runs upon pretty much the same lines 
as the development of the race, and therefore, if we follow 
the exact sequence of the progressive revelation of our faith 
we cannot be very far wrong. What I mean in effect is this: 

It will not be unwise for us to read to our young ones the 
old familiar stories of the book of Genesis, with which our 
own training began. We must read them simply, naturally, 
not suggesting difficulties which will not occur to the mind 
of children (though they seem obvious enough to us , but 
rather laying stress upon what we feel ourselves to be the 
fundamental features of the revelation we are handling. In 
the account of the Creation for instance, we must dwel upon 
the central truth with which the whole revelation opens ; 
“ In the beginning God created!” We must show how the 
story throws light, and how far it throws the hg t on e 
“mystery of evil,” 'of which the youngest chic is y 
conscious. Perhaps the little listener may ask ‘‘is tins , rea > 
true, mother, did it all happen?” but I don t think 1 > 

likely. If the question is asked it must be answered qme y 
and ^gently and reverently, and on reflection the difficuhy 
of answering is not so great as mig t appear , g t h at 

be indeed very unhappily placed 1 we o n w j, at _ 

these venerable tales are perfectly true in [h at we 

ever they be in the letter. The very f^^^onderful 
can hold of them is, that herein is achieved, h 
success, just that thing which Plato foresaw mighty ^ 
sary in the education of the noble. . - n is the re 

are an instance of the ^ and after a ^ 

any possible vehicle for conveying to the you g 
principles of religion unless it be a ^ stories. Let 

Do not then be afraid to teach dear old 

Adam and Eve. and Cain and AW, an ^ ^ as 
companions of our youth, people then > 
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real personages. Th* ch.^ deeper (ruths wh ich form 

and with them \m The cre ative love of God, the 

,he kerne L°r w°A Ev 1 In all its myriad guises, .he ultimate 
Sman, the fulfilment £he Divine ^ 

;:Ld' S o. fa , " (for indeed it c-s ^h firs, and 
las, and everywhere)-! mean the need of ' 

marvellous what a solvent “revet ence is. elifficulties 

i, has, that where it ab.des, the Btsteme oi „ 

becomes actually a strength and not a weakness. But 
savs the little one, “I thought God was very good and ho 
can this be true ? ” “ Ah,” you will answer “ there are many 

things in life, my little man, we cannot understand ; only we 
know that God has made the world, and Jesus Christ a 
taught us to call Him ‘Our Father.’” Even childrens 
doubts and questionings will fade away in the presence o 
that deeprooted trust and confidence which is prepare to 
admit that in the now “we see by a mirror in riddles, 
Transparent honesty is due to children. In this same simple 
reverent spirit the bulk of the Old lestament may be handled. 
The story of the Patriarchs (and notably the tale of Abraham) 
the story of Joseph, the outline history of the chosen people 
(in Egypt, in the wilderness, in the triumphs of the conquest, 
and the varied “ups and downs” of the periods of the judges 
and the kings) ; all these are very suitable for youthful 
listeners ; especially upon some of the more prominent 
heroes — on Joseph, on Samuel, on David — their imagination 
will infallibly fasten. And as the ground to be covered is 
very extensive I should certainly employ some very simple 
handbook, sympathetically written. “Line upon Line” (if 
it still exist), is the one that I should choose. In any case 
it is perfectly easy to modify, by omission and the like, as 
you go along. 

These readings should not be too often, for they must not 
be a burden ; they must not be largely attended : one or two 
or three is an ample audience, and I think one is the best ; 
the time too must be chosen very carefully : it must be the 
best moment of the week, the child’ s best, and your best too ! 
If.you cannot be at your best, better leave it alone ! 
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Still, don’t make that an excuse for delegating the task 
to others. If you don’t find it easy, it does not follow that 
you should not wrestle against the hardness ! If you are not 
at your best you ought to be ! T ou must nerve yourself 
to the effort with that consideration. 

And I doubt if the Mothers of England have any kind of 
notion how dreadfully they fail as a body in this plain duty 
of guiding their children’s steps in Sacred History. Ask 
any master you will, at a Public or Private School, the 
answer will be the same ! Boys of the class who frequent 
such schools are nothing like as well informed in Bible 
History as they used to be, say, thirty years ago. 

No doubt it is due in part to the largely altered view we 
take of the Bible. But it must be due besides to a lack of 
appreciation of the duty which rests upon us, to a growing 
over readiness to transfer to the shoulders of others a burden 
which is indeed, and must be, ours. If you want your boy 
to be a Christian, do give him a fair chance by teaching 
him yourself methodically and carefully. The foundation 
must be laid in early youth ; you and no other must lay it ; 
for religion will not commend itself to his mind as a thing 
of value, unless you show him yourself how much you value 

it, for yourself and for him too! . •. 

As touching the New Testament I conceive there is much 

16 You may be troubled indeed 

either miracles in genera , or ^ ahum b le “reverence” ! 
instance. If so, you mus < more crue i or 

All do not feel alike or see a ike. there doubts 

more needless act than inflicting on other 

that assail oneself. does my theme. 

But your duty does no end ^nor , ^ ^ par . 

Three special point- . 1 touc h upon . 

ticular province I should 1 1 d is Worship, and 

The first .s P nrate . t ha, 1 have any novel views to 
S^S2L“£ staple time-honoured topics. If you come to 
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writer of the - ^ uld enforce upon you with endless 

11 iS . 01 y th T it is good fathers and good mothers who 
^oitpr^tion that it 13 6 y 


make good ^ • h your boys to pray, teach them, 

Of course you } i When they are very little 

I mean, by precept and exai p ers to you. In the 

•ii w them come and say their prayers ,> 

> ,0U ' f T.sus Himself you will tell them what to say ; and 
"hen they go to school you will once speak of it, not 
nrdv when thev go, but when the happy moment 
neC6 T nerhlps as you are strolling round the garden some 
Sunday evening of the first holidays. And you will please 
notice that so many mothers think they will be hear 

for their much speaking ; indeed it isn t so Better wai 
for ten long years to say a word in season than say it < 

a time when it falls unheeded. 

You will teach them to pray and encourage them (as you 

are guided), to “continue in prayer.” 

That they fail not in Public Worship , that too is your 
concern. Of course at School boys have to go to Service, 
whether they will or no : but if they have got into the habit 
at home the thing will be a pleasure. Therefore I beg of you 
in pity for your boys do not degenerate into the “Morning 
or “livening” heresy. The good old English rule of twice 
a day is a wholesome minimum. For boys who are confirmed 
I should say three times is not an overplus. 

But mind! they must be “led” not “driven”: in dealing 
with boys as with all animals that is an “axiom.” And 
that means your going too. 


And Sunday — what about Sunday? I could talk a long 
time about Sunday ! for I feel about it deeply. Here this in 
especial must be borne in mind ; as a well used .Sunday 
is the choicest of days, so is the liking for such a day a matter 
of “acquired taste.” To the “general” of boys Sunday is 
simple “caviare,” and that is to be deemed the fault of fathers 
and mothers. 


You must teach them how to use it, — to use it as a da 
apart, a day of the Kingdom — a day for higher thoughts, a da 
of joyous worship, a day of kindly deeds, a day fragrant abov 
other days with memories of home. Sunday Tennis, Sunda 


THE RELIGIOUS TRAINING OF BOYS. 


415 


Cycling, and the like — with the sons of the well-to-do, I hold 
them “anathema.” And this strong feeling is in no way due 
to a rigid Sabbatarianism, for I believe I am no “ Sabbatolater” 
at all. It is simply due to the conviction that it may be made 
the happiest day of the week, provided it is kept apart. It is 
the watering down that spoils it. Dilute with the week, and 
it loses its virtue. 

By this time you will be crying “hold enough” ! I willingly 
accept the unuttered caution. And please do not retort on me 
and say “the life of parents as you picture it is not ‘a happy 
one’ but full of burdens.” The answer is ready to hand, if 
you do — the reply is easy. My own affections have so gone 
out to boys, I have been so very fond of very many, that 
I sometimes wonder to myself how I should love a boy if I had 
one of my own. You fathers and you mothers have that 
blessing. Surely life cannot bring a greater. Some verses 
in the Psalms are not supremely welcome ; they are interesting 
as landmarks denoting the march of Spirit ; but we feel we 
could do without them. With the teaching of this verse I 
am sure you will feel in harmony: “Children and the fruit 

of the womb are a heritage and gift that cometh from the 
Lord.” If that be so, as we feel it is indeed, they are worth a 
little trouble, these boys of yours— see then that you give it ! 


